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ABSTRACT

The article deals with proving the advantages of multi-subject integrated
training. It was defined the importance of taking into account the
theoretical and methodological foundations of using an integrative
approach in the process of forming future primary education teachers’
foreign language communicative competence. It was determined the
specifics of conducting integrated courses, practical classes, including
binary ones, in order to implement the professional training of future
primary school teachers according to time requirements. The integration
principle corresponds to the mental and physiological nature of the
individual, through integration of a person-centered approach to training,
as the student is able to choose basic knowledge and skills in different
subjects and to apply them in practice.
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Introduction. Integration processes are a priority in the overall development of education and
are aimed at realizing many of its principles: the forming a holistic picture of the world, planetary
thinking, the ability to unite narrow sectoral problems in a single holistic system, the national
education orientation principle, which involves integration of national history, the Ukrainian culture,
traditions, the openness of education, which in turn leads to integration into the educational spaces
world. It is clearly conditioned by the Concept of the New Ukrainian School, the Law of Ukraine on
Education, new educational standards and other normative-legal documents [1].

The purpose of the study is to highlight the importance of implementing methodological
foundations of using an integrative approach in the professional foreign language training of future
primary school teachers; to determine the specifics of conducting integrated courses and practical
classes in the process of forming foreign language communicative competence.

Research results. The problem of integration was interested by Ukrainian researchers, in
particular, philosophers (V. Andrushchenko, V. Lutai), didactics scientists (S. Honcharenko,
O. Danylyuk, I. Kozlovska, L. Masol, O. Savchenko, etc.).

The Ukrainian philosopher V. Lutai notes that using an integrative approach it is possible to
rethink the issues of historical developing the culture and the aesthetic consciousness of society [2].
The author is convinced that the modern philosophy of education, which is developed on the basis of a
synergistic approach, plays an important methodological role in the new combination of all
educational subjects, where the teaching of natural and humanitarian subjects will be organically
interconnected, will promote mutual penetration into one [2].
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The researcher N. Antonova thinks “integration is the process of interpenetration, compaction,
unification of knowledge, manifested through unity with the process of dismemberment, demarcation,
differentiation opposite to it” [3, p. 4]. . Kozlovskaya defines this term as “the process of convergence
and communication of the sciences, which acts in conjunction with the process of differentiation,
which is the highest form of embodiment of inter-subject connections and leads to the formation of
integrity” [4, p. 4]. L. Beh is convinced that integration today is an important prerequisite for modern
science and the development of civilization as a whole. Integration is seen as a requirement for
unification into a whole of any parts or elements, and is expressed as a necessary didactic tool by
which a holistic picture of the world can be created in the students’ understanding [5, p. 5-7].

Integration in education is a fundamental principle of its organization. Its key advantage is that
students can see a holistic picture of the world and get the skills they need in real life.

The term “integration” has a general scientific meaning and is often used in didactics. In the
educational process, integration emerged as the opposite of the differentiation of knowledge. It is
based on four basic principles:

1) the student relies on knowledge in many subjects;

2) the disciplines are interrelated;

3) homogeneous objects converge;

4) common features for a number of subjects are found and developed [6].

The current task of higher education in the context of an interdisciplinary approach is
determined by the tendencies of integration of science, namely:

- combining related material of several subjects around one topic, eliminating duplication in
the study of issues;

- consolidation of knowledge, i.e. reconstruction of a fragment of knowledge in order to spend
less time for its assimilation, as well as paying attention to the formation of equivalent, general and
technological skills;

- mastering significant amount of educational material, the achievement of the integrity of
knowledge by students;

- involving students in knowledge acquisition;

- forming the student’s creative personality and his / her abilities;

- providing students with the opportunity to apply the acquired knowledge in various academic
subjects in their professional activities [7].

Based on the above mentioned, it can be argued that the using an integrative approach in the
content of professional training, synchronization of the study of related educational material in different
courses, as well as the maximum using different courses” knowledge in order to study complex objects and
concepts is an important condition for the effectiveness of the educational process during forming foreign
language communicative competence of future primary school teachers. The synchronization of knowledge
causes certain changes in the curricula, the need to review the pace of study of courses in order to provide a
scientific basis for the formation of future specialists’ professional competence.

The Ukrainian scientist L. Biryuk understand integrated training of future primary school
teachers as the organization of a pedagogical process on the basis of subject-subjective interaction,
which involves the developing their critical and creative thinking and is carried out through the
systematization of knowledge in related subjects, facilitating the formation of personality’s
understanding holistic world picture [7].

In modern education, cross-curricular integration has become common, carried out in different
ways [6]:

- creation of integrated courses — academic subjects that adapt to study and integrate
knowledge of several sciences;

- developing new forms of lessons / lessons (cross-curricular lesson, integrated hands-on,
binary, educational event, etc.);

- development and implementation of educational and scientific projects;

- organization of thematic weeks and days on the particular courses.

Understanding the specifics of integrated training will help to develop and implement integrated
training courses curricula in the process of forming foreign language communicative competence during
professional training of future primary education professionals. In our opinion, it is possible to integrate
different linguistic courses (for example English for professional purposes, Practical course of English,
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English teaching Methodology) in the process of training guidance in order to form a professional
communicative competence, which is one of the leading abilities of future primary school teachers.

Integrated practical class is also a powerful stimulator of students’ mental activity through the
using a block of material from different courses, works of art, problem-type tasks and interactive
methods of working with them. In the process of such activities, intending primary school teachers
begin to analyze, compare, and seek connections between subjects and phenomena. The
implementation of an integrative approach turns a class into an attractive form of study. Another,
unusual kind of work stimulates students’ interest, their activity.

Researchers of the pedagogical process distinguish internal integration (for example, the
combination of language learning and the teaching methods) and external integration (for example,
the combination of educational programs in history, fine arts, and music with the teaching of
language). Therefore, an integrative approach to the professional training of future primary school
teachers requires overcoming narrow-minded stereotypes, an orientation on integrated learning, in
particular, the creation of integrated courses, and the integration processes of such training should be
aimed at forming a holistic world understanding by future professionals.

Scholars identify binary lectures / classes as a kind of integration of the two courses. For
example, we consider the following productive kinds of integration: lectures on contemporary English
language and contemporary English literature; modern English literature and history; contemporary
English literature and fine arts; modern English literature and music, etc. Binary practical classes
expand the vocabulary, promote forming foreign language professional communicative competence,
and are a powerful stimulator of critical, intuitive, creative thinking. The using an integrative approach
in the process of intending teachers’ professional training helps to create a different emotional
atmosphere, open up creative abilities, promote the development of their thinking and imagination
during forming foreign language communicative competence.

Integration can involve using the content not only two, but also the material of three or four
courses: Didactics, English teaching methods; Education history, Pedagogy, Psychology, Linguistics;
Theory of text types, Literary reading, etc. Developing an integrated practical class structure is a
common subject matter for faculty members. Such classes may be conducted by one teacher or several
pedagogues of different courses.

During the preparing for future professional activity, intending primary school teachers will get
acquainted with the specifics of the organization of integrated learning in practice according to the
requirements of the Concept of the New Ukrainian School. In today’s primary school, in particular in the
first and second forms, integrated weeks are practiced, planned and prepared by the teachers in advance. In
the course of the thematic weeks, integration of three or even four primary school subjects is possible. So,
intending primary school teachers should be ready to create such kind of integrated week [8].

The most common type of integrated classes used in our higher educational institution is “The
English language — English teaching methodology”, “English literature — English-speaking country
study”. Any literary work, word or phrase reflects the features of a particular historical path. An
analysis of a creative literature work is necessarily based on the understanding of vocabulary and the
peculiarities of the time of the story.

Intending primary school teachers should know the structural components of integrated class
as the most common form of integrated learning.

According to the content, integrated classes are divided into four types:

« introductory — for studying a certain topic (section, chapter);

* studying new material;

» final (generalization and systematization);

* control.

In the introductory sessions, they describe in a descriptive way a general picture of the
phenomena they will study. This can be a paired class with several teachers working. Common
knowledge is put into practice.

On the introductory integrated classes, a teacher presents a general picture of the studying
phenomena in a descriptive way. It can be a paired class (for two or more courses) with several
teachers working. Common knowledge is put into practice.

After studying a particular section or topic, where students have a thorough knowledge of the
presented material, final integrated classes are held. Teachers use already known for students material,
explain a new amount of facts, various processes, and open the knowledge prospects on this topic.
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It is advisable to carry out a test section in the course of controlling knowledge in the final
study of a particular section in which it is necessary to determine the appropriate students’ levels of
mastering learning material. It is important to select the tasks for control taking into account the
integration of the studied material.

Many scientists and teachers have a great interest in the problem of interaction between
subjects of humanitarian and aesthetic cycles. This interest is motivated by the fact that a
comprehensive study of the material leads to a deeper understanding of the laws, contributes to the
formation of their own conclusions, a broad scientific outlook [9].

An important component of the success of an integrated lesson is the appropriate selection of
tasks and courses. Typical examples of integrated tasks and activities are listed below:

» reading a literary work and comparing it with a historical document;

* observing the expressive function of linguistic means, reciting poetry, comparing poetic lines
with the artistic picture;

» expressive reading of a prose work, selection of language means, painting drawings for
episodes of a work, making a dialogue;

» using the texts about heroic pages of English history for listening and retelling;

* supplementing or disseminating the story about the characters with the information from the
story, drawing parallels with Ukrainian literary works, listening to musical works according the topic,
applying game moments.

In the study of folk legends and songs, works on historical topics we should use a rich
illustrative base: samples of folklore, musical works of famous composers, samples of folk art,
reproductions of paintings, illustrations, author’s works, vocal performances of the students
themselves. The teacher should carefully select literary fragments, select such extracts of works that
would evoke the students’ respective emotions and stimulate reflection. The same requirements apply
to an illustrative base designed to more clearly convey the atmosphere of times past, the drama,
outlook and traits of human consciousness of ancient epochs, but by no means idealize historical
figures [8].

Despite the positive use of the integrated approach in the educational process, the researchers
highlight some of the difficulties and disadvantages that may occur in the preparation and
implementation of various forms of integrated learning, in particular: increasing the density of
teacher’s employment; due to the large amount of material, it is likely not to be considered in detail;
preparation of the lesson requires considerable time; cooperation of different specialists is not always
possible for different reasons and circumstances; inability to carry out such lessons often due to the
workload of teachers; both subjects cannot be equally represented in the same lesson; the opinion of
one of the participants in the educational process (the teacher) may not coincide with the opinion of
the other, the positions of the parties are clarified in advance [10].

The advantages of multi-subject integrated training over traditional single-subject are obvious:
it is possible to create more favorable conditions for the development of intellectual skills of students,
to learn to apply theoretical knowledge in life practice, specific professional situations, in new atypical
conditions. Mastering integrative activity in the complex optimizes intelligence, critical and creative
thinking, imagination, that is, forms those abilities that will be required in any field of activity,
including foreign language communicative competence. Integrated lessons bring the process of
professional training to life, naturalize it, and make sense of it. The use of an integrative approach in
pedagogical higher education institutions meets the requirements of today and the requirements of the
New Ukrainian School Concept, in particular, which will be implemented by modern students —
intending primary school teachers.

Conclusions. Implementing integrative approach in the educational process in higher
educational pedagogical institutions allows forming a holistic picture of the intellectual development
of mankind in the systemic connections of different branches of knowledge. The multicomponent
content of education enables the teacher to rationally allocate time for studying the courses, to reduce
the number of hours for their study, and at the expense of the free time to organize work aimed at
developing creative abilities, forming foreign language communicative competence and pedagogical
experience of intending primary school teachers. The ability to work in the context of an integrative
approach ensures the formation of a holistic system of professional qualities, in particular, the
development of integrative and communicative abilities of future primary school teachers.
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